Prohlaseni poslance Vaclava Platenika a europoslance Tomase Zdechovského k
otazce financovani FAFCE a ochrané plurality v evropském financovani obéanské
spolecnosti

Vyjadfujeme vazné znepokojeni nad okolnostmi, za nichz byla Federace katolickych
rodinnych svazl v Evropé (FAFCE) opakované vyloucena z financovani projekt( Evropské
unie, a to presto, Zze podle dostupnych informaci nebyly v projektovych zadostech
shledany vécné ani formalni nedostatky. Pokud jsou organizace posuzovany nikoli podle
kvality své prace, ale podle hodnotového ukotveni &i zpusobu vyjadfovani, ktery
neodpovida aktualnimu ideologickému proudu, jedna se o znepokojivy precedent, jenz
oslabuje dlvéru v nestrannost evropskych instituci.

Evropska unie je zaloZena na pluralité, svobodé sdruzovani a respektu k legitimni
nazorové rozmanitosti obcanské spole¢nosti. Tyto principy musi byt dasledné
uplatfiovany i v dotacni politice. Ochrana rodiny, demograficka obnova, mezigeneracni
solidarita a ochrana déti patfi mezi klicové vyzvy, jimz Evropa cCeli, a nemohou byt
podminovany ideologickou konformitou.

Vyjadfujeme proto podporu FAFCE a povazujeme za nezbytné otevfit na evropské
i narodni urovni seriézni debatu o transparentnosti, férovosti a hodnotové neutralité
rozhodovacich procesl pfi pridélovani verejnych prostfedkd. Skutec¢na obrana
demokracie spociva v ochrané prostoru pro legitimni pluralitu nazord, nikoli v jejim
zuzovani.
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Statement by Czech MP Vaclav Platenik and MEP Tomas Zdechovsky on the funding
of FAFCE and the protection of pluralism in European civil society funding

We express our serious concern regarding the circumstances under which the Federation
of Catholic Family Associations in Europe (FAFCE) has been repeatedly excluded from
European Union funding, despite the absence of substantive or procedural shortcomings
in its project applications, according to the information available. If civil society
organisations are assessed not on the quality and relevance of their work, but on their
value-based orientation or perceived distance from prevailing ideological trends, this
represents a troubling precedent that undermines trust in the impartiality of EU
institutions.

The European Union is founded on pluralism, freedom of association, and respect for the
legitimate diversity of views within civil society. These principles must be fully reflected in
EU funding policies. The protection of the family, demographic renewal, intergenerational
solidarity, and the protection of children are fundamental challenges for Europe and must
not be subjected to ideological conformity tests.

We therefore express our support for FAFCE and consider it essential to initiate a serious
debate at both European and national level on transparency, fairness, and value-
neutrality in decision-making processes related to the allocation of public funds. The
defence of democracy lies not in marginalising dissenting voices, but in safeguarding a
public space where different, legitimate visions of the common good can coexist.
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